Tumor suppressor genes.
Tumor suppressor genes are negative regulators of cell growth. When their normal function is compromised, absence of their inhibitory effects can lead to unrestrained cell cycling and growth. Strong evidence now confirms that loss of proper function of these genes is a common occurrence leading to cancer. Their failure can be caused by alterations in the gene DNA or malfunction of their protein products. The recent extraordinary accumulation of knowledge about these genes reveals that normal carcinogenesis represents breakdown of normal regulatory processes.